| Today’s web bonus » See videos of St. Pat’s girls basketball game. twitter.com/TgasevTH 
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FLORIDA 


Suspect confessed to school attack 


By Terry Spencer, Kelli 
Kennedy and Tamara Lush 

The Associated Press 


parkland, fla. » The teenager ac¬ 
cused of using a semi-automatic 
rifle to kill 17 people at a Florida 
high school confessed to carry¬ 
ing out one of the nation’s dead¬ 
liest school shootings and con¬ 
cealing extra ammunition in his 
backpack, according to a sheriff’s 
department report released Thurs¬ 
day. 

The report from the Broward 


County Sheriff’s Office said Niko¬ 
las Cruz told investigators that he 
shot students in the hallways and 
on the grounds of Marjory Stone- 
man Douglas High School in Park¬ 
land, north of Miami. 

Cruz told officers he brought 
more loaded magazines to the 
school and kept them hidden in 
the backpack until he got on cam¬ 
pus. 

As students began to flee, he 
said, he decided to discard his AR- 
15 rifle and a vest he was wear¬ 
ing so he could blend in with the 


crowd fleeing from the school. Po¬ 
lice recovered the rifle and the 
vest. 

After the rampage, the suspect 
headed to a Wal-Mart and bought 
a drink at a Subway restaurant be¬ 
fore walking to a McDonald’s. He 
was taken into custody about 40 
minutes after leaving the McDon¬ 
ald’s, Broward County Sheriff Scott 
Israel said. 

A day after the attack, a fuller 
portrait emerged of the suspect, 
a loner who had worked at a dol- 
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A video monitor 
shows school 
shooting suspect 
Nikolas Cruz, 
left, making 
an appearance 
before Judge 
Kim Theresa 
Mollica in 
Broward County 
Court in Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla. 
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BENICIA 


AMERICAN CANYON 

State of the 
city shows 
continued 
growth 

By Rachel Raskin-Zrihen 

rzrihen@timesheraldonline.com 
@RachelVTH on Twitter 

The progress made in American 
Canyon in the past 20 years, will 
likely pale in comparison to what’s 
in store in the next 20. 

That was essentially the main 
takeaway from the 2018 State of 
the City event held Thursday at the 
city’s DoubleTree Hotel, hosted by 
the American Canyon Chamber of 
Commerce. 

That is not to say that persis¬ 
tent problems like traffic don’t per¬ 
sist. They do, and were on full dis¬ 
play for anyone making their way 
to Thursday’s breakfast event, at 
which attendees were served a 
slick State of the City Report to 
the Community, along with their 
bacon and eggs. 

The audience contained a large 
contingent of dignitaries, includ¬ 
ing all five City Council members, 
city staff members, representatives 
of several elected officials, Napa 
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Assemblymember Tim Grayson hands out eyeglass cleaning cloth, assisting optometrist Robert Mitchum of Vision to Learn at Thursday’s 
distribution of free glasses to 37students at Robert Semple Elementary in Benicia. 


Grayson on hand at elementary 
school for free eyeglasses 



CHRIS RILEY - TIMES-HERALD 


Thirty-seven students in need at Cooper Elementary School were 
given free prescription eyeglasses from Assemblyman Tim Grayson 
and Vision to Learn. 


By Richard Freedman 

rfreedman@timesheraldonline.com 
@RichFreedmanVTH on Twitter 

For 37 students at Robert 
Semple Elementary in Benicia, 
Tina Tran and Robert Mitchum 
are super heroes. 

No, they can’t fly. They don’t 
have super strength. They cer¬ 
tainly can’t change the weather 
by blinking. And while Tran 
and Mitchum can’t see the fu¬ 
ture, they did their part Thurs¬ 
day to make sure the kids could 
— literally. 

As optometrists for the non¬ 
profit Vision to Learn, the two 
were part of the team sent to 
Semple three weeks ago to 
screen students for free eye¬ 
glasses, returning Thursday af¬ 
ternoon to hand out the actual 
glasses with an assist from As¬ 


semblymember Tim Grayson. 

As Mitchum distributed the 
new eye glasses to the kids in 
the entry hallway at the school, 
Grayson handed out packaged 
cleaning cloth. 

“This is awesome,” Grayson 
said, flocked by bespectacled 
kids. 

Though his own vision is 20- 
20 — “I don’t have glasses... yet,” 
— Grayson said he supports Vi¬ 
sion to Learn “because a large 
number of students don’t have 
that opportunity afforded to 
them” to get lenses. 

Corrected vision, the as¬ 
semblyman added, “helps chil¬ 
dren to have a better opportu¬ 
nity to learn and he able to see 
the board or see the computer 
screen or open a book and see 
the letters clearly.” 

The eyeglasses help “empower 


young people to be the best they 
can be,” Grayson said. 

Semple’s third-year principal, 
Christina Moore, was equally 
thrilled. Addressing the group 
of kids with new glasses for a 
photo in front of the school, 
Moore said that “We have an 


opportunity to be thankful and 
grateful. You look amazing in 
your glasses.” 

Later the principal addressed 
the obvious need for students to 
get corrective lenses. 

“I think this is an opportunity 
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ELECTION 2018 

Mega 

candidate 
forum set 
for March 7 

Event being sponsored 
by 10 community groups 


Times-Herald staff report 

fairfield » It’s that time again. 

Election season is upon us 
and several community organi¬ 
zations are conducting a unique 
experiment next month. For the 
first time, candidates from seven 
county wide contests will appear 
together during the same forum 
which is being sponsored by 10 
different organizations. 

The forum will include candi¬ 
dates for the Board of Supervi¬ 
sors, Solano Sheriff, District At¬ 
torney, Assessor/Recorder, Trea¬ 
surer, Tax Collector, Auditor and 
Superintendent of Schools. 

Sponsors are the Farm Bureau, 
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NONPROFIT HELPS 
STUDENTS TO FOCUS 


DREAMERS 

Senate leaves 
immigrants in limbo 

The Senate left immigrants 
in limbo, rejecting rival plans 
that would have spared them 
from deportation, pageaio 



SPORTS 

Vallejo basketball hangs 
on for victory in finale 

Anthony Thomas leads 
Redhawks in team's final 
game. Benicia is headed to the 
playoffs next week, page bi 
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Dow Jones 

25,200.37 (+306.88) 
S&P500 

2731.20 (+32.57) 


71 


Nasdaq 

7256.43 (+112.82) 


GOOD MORNING! 

Have a great day Alan Silveira! 

ABOUT TOWN 

Check out what’s going on in 
your neighborhood and the 
community, pageaz 
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